
June 2020 Thunder events 

 

Overview 

 

Following two very anticyclonic months, weather patterns were much more variable in June. 

While parts of East Anglia and coastal counties of southeast England were drier than average,  

much of the rest of the UK was wet, notably so in some western areas. There were three 

significant thundery periods: (1) around the 5
th

-6
th

, associated with a cyclonic northerly 

episode; (2) during several days in mid month (principally 13
th

 to 17
th

) associated with 

relatively warm, humid air within slack surface low pressure and in the circulation of a slow 

moving upper cold pool; and (3) from the 25
th

 to 27
th

 as a short heatwave was displaced by a 

return to Atlantic westerlies. The mid month spell of ‘home grown’ and suface based storms 

was the major contributor to quite large thunder day totals across parts of the northern 

Midlands, northern Wales and northwest England (6 or 7 days in places). Five consecutive 

days with thunder were recorded in the Stoke-on-Trent area. In general, thunderstorm activity 

in this spell also tended to be most severe in the above areas, i.e. ‘downwind’ of both surface 

and storm-steering airflows, and many places recorded two or more outbreaks on the same 

day. Several funnel clouds were also photographed during this spell. However the month’s 

outstanding event was the storm complex which especially affected the far northwest of 

Scotland on 25
th

-26
th

. Despite these thundery episodes, a few places on the south coast of 

England  (e.g. in West Sussex) did not hear thunder all month and in central Scotland activity 

was patchy. 

  

There was a marked change in the weather pattern at the start of the month as an anticyclone 

over the North Sea on the 1
st
 collapsed and was replaced by a complex area of low pressure 

across the same area by the 4
th

. The associated change from very warm, sunny conditions to 

cooler northwesterlies was generally uneventful; however, a crop of heavy showers over the 

South Downs in Sussex produced isolated thunder on the 3
rd

, while in the northwesterly flow 

isolated sferics appeared around The Fens in showers on the 4
th

. 

 

5
th

: Quite a deep depression was situated over the northern North Sea and a major upper 

trough extension lay northwest-southeast across central areas of the UK. There were 

widespread showers which occasionally turned thundery; discharges were scattered, but 

lightning struck a house in Gowerton, Swansea and the roof was set on fire. 

 

6
th

: Both a surface and upper low were now situated across the southern north Sea. 

Unlike the previous day’s wide scattering of thunder over a large area of England, Wales and 

Ireland, activity on the 6
th

 was much more intense but also restricted to London, the east 

Midlands and East Anglia. Lightning struck a bingo hall in Biggleswade, Bedfordshire and in 

Slough, Buckinghamshire, a lightning strike caused a power surge which blew tvs, internet 

and telephone services in a row of shops and flats. 

 

7
th

: Isolated sferics were located in showers near the southeast coast of England. A funnel 

cloud was photographed near Lewes, Sussex. 

 

10
th

: A developing depression and associated upper vortex (the latter to become a significant 

feature for the next 10 days) moved southwards over the western UK accompanied by 

increasingly heavy rain. Isolated thunder occurred near the coasts of north and west Wales. 

 



11
th

: The surface and upper lows now became slow moving over north Biscay with westward 

moving troughs advecting warmer low level air. There was some convergence of airflows 

along the south coast and an outbreak of thunderstorms affected southern coastal counties, 

transferring west from Hampshire to Devon; there was also an isolated discharge during a 

band of showers crossing west Oxfordshire. 

 

13
th

: The upper vortex and (now) shallow surface low were situated south of Cornwall. An 

associated occlusion had brought some showery rain into southwest England and  some 

thunder broke out in the late afternoon over southwest Wales and Wiltshire. However, the 

main zone of thundery activity, also not appearing until late in the afternoon, extended from 

west London northwest across the Midlands to Merseyside and north Wales, broadly 

corresponding to the warmest areas (where several places reached 25◦C). There was also a 

smaller cluster of storms over the southern Pennines. In the Thames Valley, lightning set fire 

to the roof of a house in Bourne end, Buckinghamshire, while in northwest England lightning 

caused considerable damage to a home in Runcorn, Cheshire and hailstones 15mm across 

were observed in the Bootle area of Liverpool.  

 

14
th

: The upper cold pool was now situated over the Celtic Sea. Temperatures reached 25◦C 

in places as far apart as Norfolk and the northwest Highlands of Scotland. Thunderstorms 

were widespread across southern and western Ireland (including Co Fermanagh). Lightning 

killed nine cattle on the north side of the Shannon Estuary in Co Clare, after striking an 

electric fence. Lightning also caused damage to telephones and power supplies over a wide 

area around Clones. The first thundery showers over England and Wales broke out over the 

England/Wales border in late morning, thunderstorms then becoming quite extensive across 

the north Midlands, northeast and north coastal Wales and parts of northwest England, with 

additional storms over mid Wales and the central Scottish Highlands. 

 

15
th

: Temperatures reached 24-25◦C quite widely from west London to Cumbria. Again, the 

north Midlands, mid and north Wales were a focus of thunderstorm activity; however, this 

time significant storm areas also developed around the Thames Valley and southwest 

Scotland. Thunder was again widespread across Ireland, more so than on the previous day in 

Northern Ireland. 

 

16
th

: Temperatures again reached 24◦C quite widely from the London area to Glasgow. 

Coastal areas of southern and eastern England escaped but thunderstorms developed widely 

elsewhere across England and Wales, with significant outbreaks as well over parts of 

southern and central Scotland. Over Ireland, the daily trend eastwards of thunderstorm 

activity continued; this time coastal counties of southeast and eastern Ireland saw all the 

(considerable) activity. Several houses were struck and damaged by lightning, most in the 

western Midlands and northwest England. Strikes started fires in homes in Sutton Coldfield, 

Birmingham, Stoke-on-Trent and Sheffield, while chimneys were badly damaged by strikes 

in Cheltenham, Chester and especially in Chorlton, Manchester, where the stack collapsed 

causing massive damage to the house. Flash flooding severely affected streets in parts of 

Birmingham, Merseyside (for the second time in 4 days) and Greater Manchester, where the 

river Beal in Rochdale burst its banks.. 

 

17
th

: While Ireland had a quiet day, thunderstorms were again widespread across England, 

Wales and southwest Scotland although northeastern areas of England and much of the south 

coast “missed out”. In Sandiacre, near Nottingham, lightning struck a house and the resulting 



fire severely damaged the roof. Lightning also struck and seriously damaged a home at 

Templecombe on the Somerset/Dorset border. 

 

18
th

: Isolated thunder occurred for a couple of hours after midnight just ahead of the 

developing depression and rain area moving into southeast England. Subsequently, the day 

was dominated by widespread frontal rainfall affecting the central and southern UK. 

However, thunder broke out fairly briefly around the middle of the day in the Southampton 

and Bournemouth areas. A waterspout was photographed over The Solent near Netley, 

Hampshire. 

 

19
th

: The previous day’s rain area became more showery as it drifted northwards (together 

with the residual cold pool aloft); thunder broke out in a few places over northern England, 

mostly around the North Yorkshire Moors. 

 

21
st
: In a brisk westerly airflow, showers widely turned thundery over Lincolnshire and the 

East Riding of Yorkshire and more scattered thunder occurred over the north Midlands and 

south and east Scotland.  

 

25
th

: The day was notable for an exceptional thunderstorm event, lasting many hours, across 

the far northwest (comparable with the events such as 1-2 July 1968 over Wales and western 

England and 25-26 July 1985 over Ireland and southwest Scotland). Temperatures exceeded 

32◦C in southeast England and an anticyclone over Scandinavia and falling pressure across 

France had pushed the hot air a long way north and west with 30.8◦C recorded at Prestwick in 

Ayrshire. A frontal zone was slow moving close to northwest Scotland where there was a 

brisk southerly 500 hPa windflow ahead of a major upper trough. A succession of elevated 

thunderstorms affected the Hebridean islands and the northwest highlands of Scotland from 

early afternoon onwards. Activity was often very intense, with 15 to 20 discharges per minute 

observed over the Isle of Lewis in the late evening. Hailstones 25 to 30mm diameter fell (and 

were photographed) at Point, Lewis. There were numerous power outages and lightning blew 

a crater in a road in Stornoway. On the Isle of Harris, part of a main road near Maarurg was 

washed away, and a landslide blocked the western Highland railway near Lochailort. 

 

Thunderstorms broke out over northern Cornwall and Devon and western Wales in the 

evening; late in the evening a spectacular storm lit up the skies over the Isle of Man. 

Thunderstorms also moved north from Brittany to affect the Channel Islands (with lightning 

visible from the Dorset coast). 

 

26
th

: A combination of several large storm areas resulted in quite extensive thunder over 

eastern and northern areas of the UK and parts of Ireland. The day began with major storm 

areas over the Western Isles and also over the northern Irish Sea, the latter moving into 

southwest Scotland. Two houses in Saltcoats, South Ayrshire, were severely damaged by 

separate lightning strikes. Later in the night a very active storm cluster moved northeast 

across East Sussex, Kent and Essex. Hundreds of homes lost power in the Romney Marsh 

area, a house was set on fire in Broadstairs, as was a garage and adjacent trees in Gravesend, 

while the roof of a medical centre was damaged by lightning in Tenterden. During the 

afternoon, thunderstorms erupted roughly northeast of a line from Cambridge to Chester, with 

especially fierce activity over areas of Yorkshire. Hail 20mm or more in diameter fell in parts 

of Sheffield, Wakefield and Leeds; in the southern suburbs of Sheffield some oblate ‘spiky’ 

hailstones were more than 50mm across. In Nidderdale, North Yorkshire, a landrover vehicle 



was struck by lightning resulting in a burst rear window and front tyre; the driver was 

unharmed. In the East Riding, lightning struck a house in Hull starting a fire. 

 

27
th

: Another significant thunderstorm area affected northeast Scotland early in the morning 

with power outages affecting more than 1,300 customers in Aberdeenshire and Caithness. 

Lightning also struck railway signalling equipment near Huntly disrupting train services in 

Aberdeenshire. Later in the day, showers turned thundery quite widely across northern 

England. 

 

28
th

: Very isolated sferics were located during a showers in a blustery westerly airflow across 

the central and southern UK. 

 

29
th

: Thunderstorms affected the Aberdeen area during the late morning with a well formed 

funnel cloud being photographed.  

 
These reports are based on observations and sferics with 
supportive evidence from  radar. Sincere thanks are due to members of COL and TORRO for observations, and 
to the Met Office/Net Weather for radar and sferics data. 
 

 

Jonathan Webb 

 


